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Residents’ views 
wanted in AGM
Hassocks Amenity As-
sociation (HAA) will host 
its AGM at the United Re-
formed Church Hall, in 
Keymer Road, on July 13, 
from 7.30pm until 10pm.

It is inviting residents 
to attend and join its dis-
cussion on the future of 
community groups in the 
village and how to encour-
age more people to volun-
teer.

Residents will also be 
asked about the future of 
HAA and how it can best 
serve its community.

New obstacle course
A new obstacle race called 
‘The Gauntlet Games’ is 
launching in Hyde Estate, 
Handcross, on August 8.

There will be a 5k and a 
10k course filled with obsta-
cles which all involve getting 
past a Gladiator. 

Obstacles will include the 
foam zone, the joust pit, the 
flume of doom, dodgeball 
balancer, the bog trotter and 
the paintball zone.

To book a place at the 
race, visit www.thegauntlet-
games.co.uk. 

event

Three treated for 
inhaling chemical
Paramedics were called 
to IDH dental surgery in 
Haywards Heath after a 
chemical leaked from an 
x-ray machine and three 
inhaled the fumes.

South East Coast Am-
bulance said a car and 
an ambulance attended 
the surgery in The Vale 
Medical Centre, Bolding 
Way, on Friday, June 19,  
at 11am.

They treated three 
people who suffered 
minor symptoms from 
inhalation but none re-
quired hospitalisation.

Gardeners are 
invited to take part 
in town competition
Burgess Hill gardeners are 
preparing their gardens for 
this year’s Summer Com-
petitions, which are being 
judged between July 6-10.  
The closing for entries is 
July 3.  

Entry forms are availa-
ble in the recent edition of 
‘About Town’, which can still 
be collected from The Help 
Point, Church Walk.

A £5 token, donated by 
Southdown’s Nurseries of 
Hassocks, goes to every en-
trant.

This year, judges are par-
ticularly looking for play-
groups, schools and colleges, 

environmentally friendly 
and vegetable gardens and 
allotments.  Nominations 
are also needed for the Best 
nominated Garden category. 

There is also a Children’s 
Tallest Sunflower competi-
tion, to be judged in August. 

Seeds have been donated 
by South Downs and hun-
dreds have been distributed. 

Winners will be present-
ed with trophies and certif-
icates on August 29, in the 
Stone Garden, Church walk.

Post entries to Cathy Bar-
nett at 101 Station Road, or 
e-mail: cathybarnett@sky.
com .  
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Joel Manthorpe

Mother pays tribute to son Joel
A mother has paid tribute to 
her son who died after being 
hit by a train in Balcombe. 

Former Warden Park School 
pupil, Joel Manthorpe, 19, of 
Meadow Close, Balcombe, 
took his own life on Decem-
ber 3, 2014.

An inquest into his death 
was held at County Hall North 
in Horsham on Wednesday, 
June 17.

Coroner’s officer John Hal-
loran read out a statement on 
behalf of Sarah Manthorpe, 
Joel’s mother.

It said: “There is not a day 
that goes by when I don’t think 
of Joel. He was very close to his 
younger brother.

“I cherish every minute of 
the day I had with Joel.”

Mrs Manthorpe said her 
son was ‘incredibly close’ to 

his father, who had taken his 
own life in August.

The inquest heard Joel 
left  work at Evans Cycles, 
near Gatwick Airport, in the 
morning of December 3, be-
fore catching a train back to 
Balcombe. 

Mrs Manthorpe said her 
son seemed his ‘normal self ’ 
on the day of his death and had 
told his mother he loved her 
before he left the house that 
morning. 

Sergeant Jennifer Baynes, 
of British Transport Police, 
the officer in charge at the 
scene, said Mr Manthorpe’s 
bicycle and rucksack  were 
found at the station. She con-
firmed there are Samaritans 
posters at the site.

“It is unfortunate it is a sta-
tion where high speed trains 
go through,” added Sergeant 
Baynes.

The inquest heard the train  
was travelling between 85 and 
95 mph.

West Sussex assistant 

deputy coroner Christopher 
Wilkinson said it would have 
been a ‘relatively quick’ event 
in a space of a few minutes.

Paramedics arrived at the 
station after the train driver 
contacted the signal box.

Results from a post mor-
tem found Joel died of multi-
ple injuries. 

Returning a conclusion of 
suicide, Mr Wilkinson said: 
“It is clear to me that he [Joel] 
was suffering enormously fol-
lowing the loss of his father in 
August 2014.”

He said a ‘deliberate and 
sudden’ thought process had 
gone through Joel’s mind on 
the day of his death.

“He did not wish to live his 
life any longer. He did not leave 
a note or any other explana-
tion but I think the facts speak 
for themselves.”

Mr Wilkinson added Joel, 
who was described as  ‘shy’ and 
‘strong-minded’ was suffering 
from a ‘severe amount of grief’ 
following his father’s death.  
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